REBRANDINGBRADING

W HY REBRAND ?

1 Low rankng on the Index of Deprivation
1 Lack of investment

1 Lack of civic pde

1 Agedinfrastructure

1 Top heavy population structure

For more inbrmation click this link.
and

http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/

and

Facts and figures can be found here:

http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/facts.php

_—
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http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/NeighbourhoodSummary.do;jsessionid=ac1f930c30d76489b5ee387f448b80a29b5f96a5834b?width=1600&a=7&r=1&i=1001&m=0&s=1257252522808&enc=1&profileSearchText=PO36+0DR&searchProfiles&nsjs=true&nsck=true&nssvg
http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/
http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/facts.php

CONSULTAT ION

In order to attract Grant Funding for Rebranding, extensive Public Consultation
exercises have been embarked on. These have usually taken the form of
Questionnaires, followed b§onsultation Dgs
in the Town Hall, where the gblic are invited
to havetheir say. Regular feedback sessions
and reports in the Town Newspapgkeep the
community fully informednd as theprojects
'n | reach the point of being carried out, thiblic
— %< are again canvassed for theiews. In this way
actions le by the Town Councibs the principal funfinding and mject-managing
body, are never a surprise to the people of ttewn.

W HERE TO REBRAND ?

Brading is a linear settlement, bualbngsidehe A3055and it is at the centre of the
town, particularly along the High Streébat visitors and locals experience thawn

at close quarters. As a result of this, the majority of the Project Areas identified for
Rebranding are to be found in this arédowever, thetown occupies a natural gap in
the east/west running chalk downsdhthis gap is also used by tfgver Yar and the
railway, whichruns from Shanklin in the south to Ryde in the north. The Station at
Brading is recognised asizateway to the TowBandcritical to an important
sustainable transport methgo it too has leen identified for Rebranding. Finally,
since over half of the Parish is situated in an AONB, the woodsdanehlandare

also seen to be important to theown.

THE BRADING CENTRE

Following consultatiora derelict ex

D o c t sumgerybwas turned into the
BradingCentre to comprise meeting rooms,
book swap, office, reception area, private
meeting room, kitchen and disabled
accessible W.C.




The Isle Of Wight Council, owners of the site, providisome fundinggpther funding
came fom Leader Plus and theural Community CounciWhilst matched funding,
mostly in the form of donated hours, made it possible to convert this building to
community use with wheelchair access, computer suite, Isle Of Wight Council
benefit advice and lowost accommodatiorfor community group use.

\ The cerre was decorated and furnishdcom

' IKEA, andpened to the public in 2002t is open

~ from 9amnoon from Monday toThursday and has
an average of 25800 visitors amonth. Thename
was chosen as a result acommunity competition
and the ntre is serviced by our receptionist,
town clerk, assistant town clerk, Islef &Vight
Council representative and an occasional work
experience student from the local high school. (See:
http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/

Following reference to the social deprivation data on Bradimg Centre has

provided free computer lessons for residents, a book swap where a book is donated
in exchange for anotheas well agree benefit advice, help with writing.\Zs,
photocopying and the ability to borrow I.T equipment e.g. laptops, digital cameras
and video cameras.

The Centre is used fofTown Council briefing and training sessions and a wide range
of community group e.g.Genealogy an&panishessonsit is used as atepping

stoneto the community, to projects, to consultation, to community information
dissemination and to answer community questions on any subject.

GATEWAY PROJECT

In an attempt to improve civic prideedefine the town and raise its profijla
competition was held to identify the purpose of
Brading in the view of the residents. The contestants
were asked to sketch a possible gateway sign for the
North and SouthEntrances to the ®wnd The

winning degn was constructed by the local
blacksmith and was positioned at Greenwdaahe

in the south and at point 1on the map m the north.

Subsequently, funding from

gave thegown £2,500 toconstructa gardenat each site.
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http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/

TOWNSCAPE PROJECT

Brading is dominated by th@rth/south running A3055, this road carrying between

15,000and 25000vehicles a day amdlvidesthe town in half. The visitor to Brading

or the person passing through sees only what can be seen on either side of this road
¥ ) g3 and until this project took placgit was not

aestheticallyleasing.

| An M.A student from Portsmouth University

d produced a townscape plan using pheto

| t aken as whistofeering skétahese 0
and photos of a possible i
Funding wagainedrom the SouthEast

England Development Agency.E.E.D.A.

and the Isle of Wight Councédnd 3,000

was spent paving thidigh Sreet with stone, which lifted thereavisually and
contrasted well with the local architecture. éorporate colour, dak blue, was

chosen and used to paint bus stops, signpastd bus shelters. New street furniture
waspurchasednd installed and new bins were provided. linthe area between the
St . Ma r yaddstheBuliringwasltompletelyransformedhowever, insufficient
funding meant that only one sidf the road has been repaved!

Since St. Ma r wodhsof theaown, |3 the fikst place seer Qy eisitors

arriving by car, this has been improved using grant funding toge®emimature

trees dong its estern boundary, a memorial garden alonghdsthern boundary and
6ecoloosd in the centre of inttheeestcThese par k ad
were funded by the Isle of Wigt€ouncil but were built to a design agreed by the

Town Counciland community following consultation. Community artwork gives the

north elevation an attractive photographic collage whilst inside further pictures can

be seen.

As anoffshootto this project, aBradingHeritageTrail has beeraid out with
beautiful infomation boards telling the historyfeach site throughout the town.
This was funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund at £24,000.

COMMUNITY W OODLAND O BETTY & COPSE

Brading Town Trust irR000-1 purchasedhn area of grazing
land to the ®uth andwest of the &isting recreation

ground to prevent possible urban expansidhis was then
gifted to the communityThe Town Councilgained funding
to enable 2071 trees to be planted, one for each citizen,
and these trees have since been maintained and kept free
from weeds by the son of th€hair of the Town Trust

whilst the Town Trust gave her name to the copse thus
created. Planting was done by individudlall ageseach
person putting their name on the tree they planted.




BULLY & HILL QUARRY

Consultationresponsesuggested that there were insufficient recreational

opportunitiesavailable for young people in their teens. In an effort to fill this gap

Bull yds Hill Quarry was regenerategd to pr o
picnic benches and a possildBQ site.

This was done in an abandoned quarry givethe Town Council by the Islefo

Wight Council once travellers had been removed from the site. £12,000 from the
Aggregates evywas used to reshape the area, plant new trees, provide a gate and
plece natural wood bollards in places to prevent access and egress to large vehicles.

The BMX area is a natural amphitheatre and is sporadically used by young people
from the town. The natural vegetation has been cleared of scrub and brambles to
provide a rture trail to the back of the quarry
where a flat area is used for BBQs and the rocky
sides of the quarry represent incongruities of some
geological note.

Further funding from the Aggregates lyenabled

large stones from a range a\WW quarries to be

placed in the northwest corner of the campark,

along with a lifesized Quarryman carved by Paul
Sivell and seated on a solid oak bench which was provided for the convenience of
quarry visitors.

BRADING STATION

In the 1980s Brading station was in dangebeing derolished. As a Victorian

station,it was unique and the Town Council had the building listed along with the

footbridge, the waiting rooms and the signal box. Following this, funding was gained
to repair the roof, reconfigure the internal
rooms ard set up a heritage centre, meeting
room, kitchen and a range of W.Cs.
Volunteers from the communitgtaffedthe
heritage centre, 7 days a week and the
meeting room was one of the cheapest
venues available.

However, by 2004he whole station was in neeaf afurther upgrade. Fundingdm
Railway Heritage and S.E.E.D.A and Leaderaitused for the complete
refurbishment of thewvest sideof the railway lindo providealarger heritage centre
and meeting room, shop, kitchehaW.Cs. Today, the statiorsiopened 7 days a
week from March to October with occasional opening at other times. Phase 2 (as
indicated in the linkhttp://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/station.ghgtarted in
October 2009 and is due to be completed in early 2010. This phase will see the
signal box being completely renovated including its full sbtadgslevers and the
waiting rooms being open once more to the public.



http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/station.php

