
 

 

REBRANDING BRADING 
 

 

W HY REBRAND ? 

¶ Low ranking on the Index of Deprivation 

¶ Lack of investment 

¶ Lack of civic pride 

¶ Aged infrastructure 

¶ Top heavy population structure 
 

For more information click this link. 

 

and 

 

http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/ 

 

and 

 

Facts and figures can be found here: 

 

 

http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/facts.php 
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Key:  

BC ð Brading Centre  

1. Gate way project  

2. Townscape project  

3. Community woodland  

4. Bullyõs Hill Quarry 

5. Station project  
6. St. Maryõs Churchyard 
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http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/NeighbourhoodSummary.do;jsessionid=ac1f930c30d76489b5ee387f448b80a29b5f96a5834b?width=1600&a=7&r=1&i=1001&m=0&s=1257252522808&enc=1&profileSearchText=PO36+0DR&searchProfiles&nsjs=true&nsck=true&nssvg
http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/
http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/facts.php


 

 

 

CONSULTAT ION  

 

In order to attract Grant Funding for Rebranding, extensive Public Consultation 

exercises have been embarked on. These have usually taken the form of 

Questionnaires, followed by Consultation Days 

in the Town Hall, where the public are invited 

to have their say. Regular feedback sessions 
and reports in the Town Newspaper, keep the 

community fully informed and as the projects 

reach the point of being carried out, the public 

are again canvassed for their views. In this way 

actions led by the Town Council as the principal fund-finding and project-managing 

body, are never a surprise to the people of the town. 

 

W HERE TO REBRAND ? 
 

Brading is a linear settlement, built alongside the A3055 and it is at the centre of the 

town, particularly along the High Street, that visitors and locals experience the town 

at close quarters. As a result of this, the majority of the Project Areas identified for 

Rebranding are to be found in this area. However, the town occupies a natural gap in 

the east/west running chalk downs and this gap is also used by the River Yar and the 

railway, which runs from Shanklin in the south to Ryde in the north. The Station at 

Brading is recognised as a ôGateway to the Townõ and critical to an important 

sustainable transport method, so it too has been identified for Rebranding. Finally, 

since over half of the Parish is situated in an AONB, the woods and downland are 

also seen to be important to the town. 

 

   
 

 

THE W AY FORWARD  

 

THE BRADING CENTRE 
 

Following consultation, a derelict ex-

Doctorsõ surgery was turned into the 

Brading Centre to comprise meeting rooms, 
book swap, office, reception area, private 

meeting room, kitchen and disabled 

accessible W.C.  



 

The Isle Of Wight Council, owners of the site, provided some funding; other funding 

came from Leader Plus and the Rural Community Council whilst matched funding, 

mostly in the form of donated hours, made it possible to convert this building to 

community use with wheelchair access, computer suite, Isle Of Wight Council 

benefit advice and low-cost accommodation for community group use.  

 

The centre was decorated and furnished from 

IKEA, and opened to the public in 2002. It is open 

from 9am-noon from Monday to Thursday and has 

an average of 250-300 visitors a month. The name 

was chosen as a result of a community competition 

and the Centre is serviced by our receptionist, 

town clerk, assistant town clerk, Isle of Wight 

Council representative and an occasional work 

experience student from the local high school. (See: 

http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/) 

 

Following reference to the social deprivation data on Brading, the Centre has 

provided free computer lessons for residents, a book swap where a book is donated 

in exchange for another, as well as free benefit advice, help with writing C.Vs, 

photocopying and the ability to borrow I.T equipment e.g. laptops, digital cameras 

and video cameras. 

 

The Centre is used for Town Council briefing and training sessions and a wide range 

of community groups e.g. Genealogy and Spanish lessons. It is used as a stepping-

stone to the community, to projects, to consultation, to community information 

dissemination and to answer community questions on any subject. 

 

 

GATEWAY PROJECT 
 

In an attempt to improve civic pride, redefine the town and raise its profile, a 

competition was held to identify the purpose of 

Brading in the view of the residents. The contestants 

were asked to sketch a possible gateway sign for the 

ôNorth and South Entrances to the Townõ. The 

winning design was constructed by the local 

blacksmith and was positioned at Greenwood Lane 

in the south and at point 1. on the map in the north. 

Subsequently, funding from ôOne Million Bloomsõ 

gave the town £2,500 to construct a garden at each site. 

  

http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/


 

 

TOWNSCAPE PROJECT  
 

Brading is dominated by the north/south running A3055, this road carrying between 

15,000 and 25,000 vehicles a day and divides the town in half. The visitor to Brading 

or the person passing through sees only what can be seen on either side of this road 

and, until this project took place, it was not 

aesthetically pleasing. 

 
An M.A student from Portsmouth University 

produced a townscape plan using photos 

taken as ôthe beforeõ whilst offering sketches 

and photos of a possible improved ôafterõ. 

Funding was gained from the South-East 

England Development Agency (S.E.E.D.A.) 

and the Isle of Wight Council and £63,000 

was spent paving the High Street with stone, which lifted the area visually and 

contrasted well with the local architecture. A corporate colour, dark blue, was 

chosen and used to paint bus stops, signposts and bus shelters. New street furniture 

was purchased and installed and new bins were provided. In all, the area between the 

St. Maryõs Church and the Bullring was completely transformed; however, insufficient 

funding meant that only one side of the road has been repaved!  

 

Since St. Maryõs car park, in the north of the town, is the first place seen by visitors 

arriving by car, this has been improved using grant funding to provide semi-mature 

trees along its eastern boundary, a memorial garden along its northern boundary and 

ôecoloosõ in the centre of the car park adjacent to the pavement in the west. These 

were funded by the Isle of Wight Council but were built to a design agreed by the 

Town Council and community following consultation. Community artwork gives the 

north elevation an attractive photographic collage whilst inside further pictures can 

be seen. 

 

As an offshoot to this project, a Brading Heritage Trail has been laid out with 

beautiful information boards telling the history of each site throughout the town. 

This was funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund at £24,000. 

 

COMMUNITY W OODLAND ð BETTYõS COPSE 

Brading Town Trust in 2000-1 purchased an area of grazing 
land to the south and west of the existing recreation 

ground to prevent possible urban expansion: this was then 

gifted to the community. The Town Council gained funding 

to enable 2071 trees to be planted, one for each citizen, 

and these trees have since been maintained and kept free 

from weeds by the son of the Chair of the Town Trust 

whilst the Town Trust gave her name to the copse thus 

created. Planting was done by individuals of all ages, each 

person putting their name on the tree they planted. 

 



BULLYõS H ILL QUARRY  
 

Consultation responses suggested that there were insufficient recreational 

opportunities available for young people in their teens. In an effort to fill this gap, 

Bullyõs Hill Quarry was regenerated to provide a large, flat gravel area, a BMX track, 

picnic benches and a possible BBQ site.  

 

This was done in an abandoned quarry given to the Town Council by the Isle of 

Wight Council once travellers had been removed from the site. £12,000 from the 

Aggregates Levy was used to reshape the area, plant new trees, provide a gate and 
place natural wood bollards in places to prevent access and egress to large vehicles.  

 

The BMX area is a natural amphitheatre and is sporadically used by young people 

from the town. The natural vegetation has been cleared of scrub and brambles to 

provide a nature trail to the back of the quarry 

where a flat area is used for BBQs and the rocky 

sides of the quarry represent incongruities of some 

geological note. 

 

Further funding from the Aggregates Levy enabled 

large stones from a range of IoW quarries to be 

placed in the north-west corner of the car park, 

along with a life-sized Quarryman carved by Paul 

Sivell and seated on a solid oak bench which was provided for the convenience of 

quarry visitors. 

 

BRADING STATION  
 

In the 1980s Brading station was in danger of being demolished. As a Victorian 

station, it was unique and the Town Council had the building listed along with the 

footbridge, the waiting rooms and the signal box. Following this, funding was gained 

to repair the roof, reconfigure the internal 

rooms and set up a heritage centre, meeting 

room, kitchen and a range of W.Cs. 

Volunteers from the community staffed the 

heritage centre, 7 days a week and the 

meeting room was one of the cheapest 

venues available.  

 

However, by 2004 the whole station was in need of a further upgrade. Funding from 

Railway Heritage and S.E.E.D.A and Leader Plus allowed for the complete 

refurbishment of the west side of the railway line to provide a larger heritage centre 

and meeting room, shop, kitchen a nd W.Cs. Today, the station is opened 7 days a 

week from March to October with occasional opening at other times. Phase 2 (as 

indicated in the link: http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/station.php) started in 

October 2009 and is due to be completed in early 2010. This phase will see the 

signal box being completely renovated including its full set of brass levers and the 

waiting rooms being open once more to the public.  

 

http://www.bradingtowncouncil.org.uk/station.php

